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8th Wings Family Day  
Lorain Correctional Institution 
Grafton, OH 
06-22-19 
 
The 8th Wings Family Day at the Lorain Correctional Institution in Grafton, OH was held on June 
22, 2019. There were 240 children and adult family members, 80 inmates, 26 volunteers, and 39 
Correctional staff who were registered to attend.  The volunteers came from congregations in 
Cleveland, Columbus, Grafton, Avon, and Albuquerque, NM.  

On Saturday we arrived at the prison and were quickly escorted across the prison grounds to the 
large gym. All the volunteers did a great job of helping set-up for the Family Day, and the gym 
was already set up with tables and chairs by the inmates.  

Next the families started arriving and Ann led the group in mixers.  People got to know one 
another, found out favorite hobbies, and where people were from, and discovered fun things to 
do in their hometowns.  Everyone enjoyed getting this chance to interact with one another and 
before the inmates arrived, all the families had already had a good time. 

Next the men arrived and we were ready to start the Family Day. Chaplain Louis Pollard opened 
the Wings Family Day in prayer. Volunteer Michael Tischler led the singing on his guitar. Ann lead 
the song, “Praise Ye the Lord”.  Each side stood up to sing and sat down when not singing.  Next 
“Shake a Neighbor’s Hand and Jesus is a Friend, He’s the Friend Next To You”, got everyone in 
the mood to have a great time and realize that this was FUN and that everyone was going to 
have a great time.  The children helped Ann lead motions for “Jesus Loves Me.”  Everyone 
enjoyed the singing. 

The Bible story was The Parable of the Sower. The “Sower”, Chaplain Louis Pollard, sowed the seeds.  First 
the “stompers” came and stomped the seeds until they died.  Next the Sower sowed seeds, but the “birds” 
came and pecked at them until they withered and died. The Sower didn’t give up and sowed the seeds 
again.  But this time they fell into a field of “thorns”, and the “thorns” choked the seeds and they died.  
Next the Sower sowed the seeds on “rocks”, but again the seeds withered and died.  Finally, the Sower 
sowed the seed on “Good Soil” and the seeds grew and grew until they grew one-hundredfold.  Then 
Jesus said, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen.” 

The Chaplain reflected on this parable and why it is important for us today.  Various volunteers were 
seeds, thorns, birds, stompers and rocks.  But in the end, everyone was a seed that grew one- hundredfold. 
The Chaplain talked about finding the Good Soil, where we all will grow and grow. 

Next the men went with their children to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and 
everyone loved making cards and bookmarkers with stickers and markers, beautiful unique 
butterflies out of the “worthless” paper, and fun and tasty necklaces out of cheerios and pretzels.  
It’s amazing how beautiful those necklaces were! 

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She shared that 
Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners and 
returning citizens.   

Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, the prison staff talked about the 
many programs the prison offers the inmates, and Chaplain Pollard shared about all the religious 



programming that takes place on a weekly basis at Lorain.  The family members enjoyed hearing 
about the various programs the prison offers and some of the programs on the outside too.  

Dinner was pizza, cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.   

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived.  Father’s Day had been just a week 
earlier, so the father whose birthday was closest to June 22 was chosen to be outfitted in a “new 
Father’s Day outfit”!  Each table of 10 people was given a bag of “junk” and soon we had 
fathers wearing “new hats, ties, bow ties, outfits, etc.” It was so funny to see all the men dressed 
so differently, and each group had been given the same supplies.  Everyone had a great time 
and enjoyed the “new Father’s Day Outfits!” 

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the room with everyone holding hands, 
bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each and every one of us.  It was a 
special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined together for great fun and fellowship.   

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe how meaningful 
the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  

I came to the Wings Father’s Day Family Day today because: 
1. I was visiting my kids’ dad and we wanted to spend time with him. 
2. I believe in family. 
3. To spend time and interact with my family and children. 
4. To serve.  To engage with families. 
5. My brother. 
6. I came to see my uncle. 
7. I came to see my family. 
8. My son. 
9. Spend time with my brother. 
10. I wanted to see my dad. 
11. To see my family. 
12. My family. 
13. I was assisting with preparations. 
14. Brought my daughter to see her father. 
15. Because of my grandson who is a prisoner who is worth anything that I can do to help him 

through this. 
16. To see my dad. 
17. See my nephew. 
18. Spend time with family while incarcerated. 
19. To deepen my understanding of what family’s experience.  To help with the prison ministry 

program. 
20. My boyfriend signed me up to bring his kids. 
21. I wanted to have a real visit with my family. 
22. My son invited me and I wanted to spend time with him. 
23. Visited my grandson. 
24. I visited my grandson. 
25. Being able to spend time with family. 
26. My husband is an inmate at Lorain Correctional Institution. 
27. I wanted to connect with family. 



28. Spend time with family here. 
29. A different environment with family. 
30. Spend time together. 
31. I wanted to be with my family in a Christian environment. 
32. Son invited us. 
33. Requested music, worship. 
34. Work related. 
35. Staff support. 
36. Staff. 
37. As staff. 
38. To strengthen my bond with my wife. 
39. I was invited. 
40. Work. 
41. To support his endeavor. 
42. I am the Major. 
43. To show support. 
44. Help supervise event and show support. 
45. I’m staff. 
46. To help. 

 

The highlights of the Family Day for me were: 

1. The highlights of the Family Day for me was when they told the Bible story. 
2. Spending time with family. 
3. The life stories that led to this. 
4. Ms. Ann sharing her story and interaction with family activities – simply beautiful. 
5. Everything. 
6. Bible story. 
7. Spending time with family. 
8. Watching the intimacy between the fathers’ and wife/children. 
9. Seeing my brother. 
10. 30 minutes of crafts for inmates and children. 
11. Was to feel normal again. 
12. Seeing my son. 
13. Seeing my brother. 
14. Smiles on the children’s faces. 
15. Talking with my brother. 
16. Seeing my husband. 
17. Time with family and fellowship. 
18. Singing songs of praise and Bible study. 
19. Talking and dancing. 
20. Meeting friends and hearing Ann’s testimony. 
21. Doing crafts and dancing with my dad. 
22. Spending time with my daughter. 
23. When the kids were able to do art with their father for 30 minutes. 
24. To spend time with my son. 



25. Being an individual with friends and family. 
26. Seeing my daughter spend time with her father. 
27. Being with my daughter and my family and making crafts with my daughter. 
28. Spending the day with my family. 
29. The children with their fathers. 
30. Meeting other people who are suffering through the same thing we are. 
31. Food. 
32. Meet/Greet. 
33. Being with inmates. 
34. My children spending time with their father. 
35. Togetherness. 
36. The personal statements by individuals. 
37. Seeing my grandson and enjoying everything. 
38. The person from Mega Church (the 2 minute intro she gave).  Remarkable and hit home. 
39. Person from Mega Church. 
40. Smiles, love, watching God’s hand. 
41. Seeing my boyfriend smiling when seeing his kids. 
42. Spending time with my son and family. 
43. Participating in activities with my kids. 
44. Being able to spend time with my son and learn about the program he’s in. 
45. Singing. 
46. Focus on the Lord Jesus. 
47. The fellowship with inmates and other families. 
48. Singing. 
49. Being able to spend time with family, joke, and laugh. 
50. Seeing my brother. 
51. See inmates with their families. 
52. Seeing families together. 
53. The connection with family. 
54. Getting to spend time with my husband and actually feel like a married couple. 
55. Sharing “real” time with my kids and wife. 
56. Meeting the families and inmates. 
57. Listening to the Chaplain. 
58. Being with family. 
59. Chaplain speaking. 
60. Family, food, activities with kids. 
61. Spending time with family. 
62. Meal with family. 
63. Fun, informative, and outstanding. 
64. Seeing interaction among families. 
65. Music. 
66. Interactive activities. 
67. Families having time together. 
68. The pizza. 
69. The story. 
70. Spending quality time with wife in a semi-normal environment. 



71. Getting to spend time with my family member. 
72. Kid’s activities. 
73. Watching the interactions between inmates, family, volunteers, and staff. 
74. Family interaction. 
75. Seeing kids with their dads. 
76. Seeing the gentlemen interact with family and study faith. 
77. Seeing family interact. 
78. Seeing families interact with family. (A different side.) 
79. Seeing all the volunteers come together to help and minister to families. 

 

 Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family Days because: 

1. It’s important for the family to be together. 
2. Very huge, important, support system. 
3. The program is beneficial to families and inmates bridging the connection. 
4. It helps families and inmates affiliate with each other in a positive way. 
5. I feel they did a good job and included Jesus in it. 
6. Families come together/communication. 
7. It was a great event. 
8. It gives me an extra day to see my uncle. 
9. It’s a joy to see family. 
10. It was a great family time. 
11. It keeps families together. 
12. Family time. 
13. It was so much fun, it’s great interaction for family and inmates. 
14. Positive interaction for families and inmates. 
15. Relationships based on Jesus. 
16. It’s a great time. 
17. It let me know how much God loves me!  He hasn’t forgotten me! 
18. This a great time to spread the Word with my daughter. 
19. It’s a wonderful way to see your family. 
20. I get to see my son and be with him. 
21. It brings stability and reminds us about what’s important in life. 
22. It’s wonderful. 
23. It’s good to be able to spend time with family. 
24. More family time. 
25. Family and friends are everything.  Some people have no one. 
26. It helps the prisoner and the family, it’s not like in a prison feeling. 
27. People can see their families. 
28. Family time that is real! 
29. Good to meet others and hear from others.  All was interesting. 
30. Gives more quality time for family. 
31. It is a chance to rekindle family love and closeness. 
32. They gave a watchful, respectful eye on us. 
33. It gives the family an enjoyable day. 
34. Great family time – faith based. 



35. Families and inmates really enjoy the quality time. 
36. It is such a positive experience. 
37. It gives the inmates more family time. 
38. To bring families together. 
39. It is something positive for inmates. 
40. All appreciation for all family support. 
41. Gives families the chance to connect with inmates as they transform themselves. 
42. Family and friends enjoy a special time. 
43. The support and fellowship are a necessity. 
44. It’s something for the inmates and families to look forward too. 
45. Good interaction. 
46. To get inmates more connection with their families. 
47. It’s good for the inmates. 
48. Family doing time – gospel. 
49. It helps inmates to communicate with kids. 
50. It is compassionate. 
51. It gives inmates meaningful correspondence with loved ones. 
52. It’s good for recidivism. 
53. Helps keep morale up for the inmates. 
54. Builds relations. 
55. Builds relationships better. 
56. It’s great for moral and promotes positivity. 
57. It helps prisoners feel hopeful. 
58. Families need more time together. 
59. It brings families together in a controlled setting.  Great for inmate morale. 
60. It’s a good incentive for offenders. 
61. Bible story. 
62. Family involvement. 
63. It helps. 
64. I like to work the event. 
65. It brings happiness to their families. 
66. Brings togetherness. 
67. It’s unique in its ability to combine church and family togetherness. 
68. I appreciate it and it helps us bond. 
69. Family interaction and time with loved ones. 
70. Moral support for inmates and family. 
71. Positive programming. 
72. Beneficial for family. 
73. It’s good for the kids. 
74. It promotes family and spiritual support. 
75. Allows inmates to have quality time with family members. 
76. Brings families together. 
77. Something for the inmates to look forward too. 
78. Motivates inmates. 

 

 



I appreciate 1687 Foundation books, Guidepost Magazines, and want to tell all 
the sponsors thanks and: 

1. God bless you. 
2. Keep up the good work. 
3. Thank you for allowing us to sit down with my family member who is an inmate, share and 

pray together during his time at Lorain. 
4. God bless. 
5. It was very nice. 
6. Thank you and have a good day. 
7. God bless you all. 
8. Thank you so much. 
9. Thank you.  Bless you! 
10. It has been greatly appreciated. 
11. God bless for a wonderful day! 
12. God bless you. 
13. Thanks for everything. 
14. Thank you for being obedient to the call God has put on your life. 
15. God loves you. 
16. Keep up the good work. 
17. Great job. 
18. This moment is very appreciated. 
19. God bless you for allowing this to happen. 
20. Thanks for your love and thoughtfulness. 
21. Others experience help. 
22. Thank God for giving Wings the ability to bring family ministry here. 
23. The event was wonderful. 
24. We are very appreciative. 
25. You guys are awesome for doing this for the inmates. Thank you very much. 
26. It really means a lot to people. 
27. Keep up the good work. 
28. Such a wonderful blessing for them to volunteer and put this event on. 
29. Continue the great work. 
30. Have a wonderful blessed day. 
31. Please continue to come to Lorain. 
32. Keep up the good work. 
33. Please do this again and thank you. 
34. We appreciate the effort. 
35. It means soooooo much to us. 
36. Thank you. 
37. It’s appreciated. 
38. I appreciate it. 
39. You’re appreciated. 
40. You’re the best. 
41. God bless everyone who helped with this. 
42. I’m very grateful. 
43. Please continue to support this mission. 
44. Keep doing what you’re doing. 

 



 

I drove ___ miles one way to come to the Family Day: 

5, 10, 13, 15, 17, 18, 20, 28, 30, 35, 37, 38, 40, 45, 48, 50, 53, 55, 60, 70, 73, 75, 80, 83, 90, 
98, 115, 120, 150, 190, 220,  flew from Albuquerque, NM 

 

Additional comments: 

1. Thank you. 
2. Fantastic program.  Very thankful to have been a part of it. 

Chaplin Pollard, I would like to thank you for having a family day and allowing P.C. inmates to  
participate.  You don’t understand how much that meant to me and my family.  I am sure that 
the other inmates feel the same.   

Most definitely the best day I have had since I was incarcerated.  My children had fun.  I only 
wish all our visits could be like that. I wish we could join Chapel services with the cadre.  
Everything went extremely well. 

Once again sir, I thank you from the bottom of my heart. You know I have been searching for 
a religion that best fits me.  Can you change my religion to Christianity please, that is how I 
want to spend the rest of my life sir. Thank you and God bless. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



8th Family Day  
Lorain Correctional Institution 
June 22, 2019 
Grafton, OH 
 
Asset Questionnaire  
Please look at the 40 Asset & Family Asset list to answer the questions below.  Each person needs 30 or more of the assets to cut at-risk 
behavior.   
  
 

What did you learn about the 40 Developmental Assets© that you can 
apply in your daily life? 

1. Empowerment, boundaries and expectations, constructive use of time, commitment to 
learning, positive values, social competencies, positive identity. 

2. Support, positive values. 
3. Communication. 
4. Homework. 
5. They help. 
6. Peaceful conflict resolution. 
7. The importance in just knowing this list exists to help us. 
8. Strength of family. 
9. Family life provides high levels of love and support. 
10. All of them. Living life according to God’s Will is by all Assets. 
11. That there are 40 Assets. 
12. Communication. 
13. That I have a lot to learn! 
14. Family support, time at home. 
15. Communication. 
16. Community values, family support, positive family communication. 
17. That everyone needs support at all times. 
18. Everyone needs someone to support them. 
19. A very good variety. 
20. Family boundaries. 
21. Positive view of personal future. 
22. Commitment. 
23. How to focus on values. 
24. Many of them. 
25. If I apply these to my family life it will help my daughter stay out of prison. 
26. That family provides support and religion strengthens that. 

 
What Assets do you think were strengthened today? 

1. Family. 
2. Bonding and quality time spent. 
3. Caring, honesty and responsibility. 



4. Constructive use of time - religious community.  Boundaries – adult role models – 
positive peer influence.  Support.  Empowerment. 

5. Family support. 
6. Communication. 
7. Religious community. 
8. Family support. 
9. Family support, service to others, adult role models, achievement motivation, reading 

for pleasure, integrity, honesty, responsibility, self-esteem, sense of purpose. 
10. Service to others. 
11. Family support. 
12. All of our family faith sharing together. 
13. Religion. 
14. Family support, positive family communication, parent involvement. 
15. Family support. 
16. Positive family communication, responsibility, caring. 
17. Equality, caring, honesty. 
18. Love, caring, learning. 
19. Wise use of time, and a caring attitude. 
20. Family support. 
21. Religious community. 
22. Responsibility. 
23. Family support. 
24. Service to others. 
25. Family support. 
26. Family support and motivation. 

 
Which Assets do you think are strongest in your family? 

1. Love, loyalty, and 22 years of marriage. 
2. 22 years of marriage. 
3. Love and caring for one another during hard and needful times in all areas within life. 
4. Positive values. 
5. Family support. 
6. Prayer. 
7. Family support and sense of purpose. 
8. Positive family, communication. 
9. Caring. 
10. Family support, family boundaries, school engagement, integrity, honesty, responsibility, 

positive view of personal future. 
11. Family support. 
12. Family support, caring neighborhood, caring. 
13. Family togetherness. 
14. Support and communication. 
15. Positive family communication. 
16. Support. 
17. Caring, responsibility, honesty. 
18. Caring, respectfulness, love. 



19. Love, support, family. 
20. Support, responsibility and faith. 
21. Family support and religious community. 
22. Family support, positive family communication. 
23. Religion. 
24. Adult role model. 
25. Positive view of personal future. 
26. Service to others. 
27. Loyalty. 

 
Which Assets do you think you would like to work harder on in your 
family? 

1. Having more structured family reunions where all members can attend that are related, 
especially the ones we all haven’t seen or ever met. 

2. Communication. 
3. Being good. 
4. Cleaning up. 
5. Positive family communication. 
6. Communication. 
7. Religious community. 
8. Service to others, religious community, high expectations. 
9. Self-esteem.  
10. Religious community, family boundaries. 
11. Constructive use of time. 
12. Creative activities. 
13. Religious community. 
14. Constructive use of time. 
15. Service to others. 
16. Creative activities. 
17. Time at home. 
18. Parent involvement. 
19. Cultural competence. 
20. Trust. 

 
Additional Comments: 

1. Thank you.  
2. Thank you for having this day for us inmates.  I had a blast.  Thankful for having this time 

with my family. Thank you. 
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